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SUBJECT: REGISTRATION OF PSYCHOTHERAPISTS 

1 . UK DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY HAS 
ESTABLISHED A JOINT WORKING PARTY WHICH IS INVESTIGATING 
THE POSSIBILITY OF "STATUTORY REGISTRATION OF PSYCHO- 
THERAPISTS." DHSS DOES NOT HAVE A VERY CLEAR DEFINITION 
OF PSYCHOTHERAPY. WHAT THEY SEEM TO HAVE IN MIND IS 
SOME TYPE OF PRACTITIONER WHO WITHOUT STANDARD MEDICAL 
QUALIFICATIONS "ATTEMPTS TO IMPROVE A PATIENT'S EMOTIONAL 
RESPONSE TO LIFE SITUATIONS." 

2. THE WORKING PARTY UNDERSTANDS PSYCHOTHERAPISTS ARE 
REGISTERED IN CALIFORNIA AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

DHSS HAS ASKED US WHAT REQUIREMENTS NEED TO BE SATISFIED 
FOR ANYONE TO PRACTICE PSYCHOTHERAPY, PSYCHOANALYSIS OR 
THERAPEUTIC PSYCHOLOGY IN THESE TWO JURISDICTIONS 

(A) AS A PRIVATE PRACTITIONER; 

(B) AS PART OF ANY PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE; 

(C) TO HAVE THEIR FEES PAID BY ANY PUBLIC HEALTH 
INSURANCE SCHEME. 

3. THE WORKING PARTY'S REPORT IS DUE MARCH 31 AND DHSS 
WOULD APPRECIATE RESPONSE BEFORE THAT TIME. 
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